Validation of accuracy by interlaboratory programme.
A statistical design is proposed for assessing the accuracy of an analytical method by its application to a certified reference material in an interlaboratory programme. The validation of accuracy is based on the difference between the certified value and the overall mean of the test programme and is linked to the concept that below a certain limit this difference has no practical significance. It is shown that a certified reference material cannot be used to detect bias in a method if the bias is smaller than the confidence interval of the certified value.